3 Minute Public Comment
Haywood County Commission Meeting
January 10, 2011

The closed minutes you released on December 20th include several meetings regarding Fairground Litigation
against an architect. Within a day after publishing those closed minutes in Toeprints, “The Architect” called
me. His name is Shawn Leatherwood with The Architectural Studio. We spent an hour on the phone, and
I spent an hour in his office the next day, which resulted in this:
[Hold up Notebook].
This is the documentation of his experience with the Agricultural Activities Board and the County since 2003.
Shawn indicated a settlement had been reached - which I verified with Marty Stamey. Settlement of $25K
was paid by Fairgrounds, which was paid on December 13th.
It was a letter from Leon Killian dated August 6, 2010, that blew my circuit breaker. Shawn described
Killian’s letter as “intimidating”, with Killian essentially telling Shawn to “back off”.
[Hold up the letter]. I’ll read the first sentence:
Dear Mr. Leatherwood:
We represent Haywood County (the “County”) and the Haywood County Agriculture and Activities Center
Association, Inc. (The “Association”)...
The letterhead was from Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, the firm Chip Killian works for. Who is
“We”? “We” meant Nelson Mullins, not Haywood County.
It was signed by Leon M. Killian.
I searched for anywhere on the letter that gave an indication that signified Chip was acting as the Haywood
County Attorney - there was none.
In the letter, Leon Killian unilaterally terminated the original Agreement between the Owner and Architect
dated April 8, 2003.
Leon Killian had no cause or right to terminate the original contract. HE CAN’T DO THAT!
Shawn Leatherwood’s response through James Johnson of the Van Winkle Law Firm stated:
“The agreement provides for no termination and does not provide the owner the right to terminate the contract
merely because the project will not go forward as designed. Nor is there any provision for termination for
convenience.”
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Vice Chairman Kirkpatrick. I visited you in your law office back in October 2009, where I said to you
regarding Marc Pruett - “When someone is elected or appointed to a position of authority, they are
expected to use that authority responsibly. Here’s the thing - when someone takes advantage of that
position and exercises an alleged abuse of power, it is time for people to speak out.”
Leon’s letter to Shawn Leatherwood basically told him to go away.
Leon Killian’s letter is an abuse of power. Why did he send it in the first place? Did the Commissioners and
the Activities Board get together and decide to use Leon Killian from Nelson Mullins to slam Shawn
Leatherwood rather than use Chip Killian, the Haywood County Attorney acting on behalf of the taxpayers
of Haywood County? What in the heck is going on?
There is no place for this behavior with any county employee, appointed or elected. Leon’s letter has the
potential of being a career killer. Chip Killian’s only reasonable recourse is to step aside and resign as County
Attorney. Failing to do that, Commissioners should dismiss him and appoint a new County Attorney.
Leon Killian’s letter, along with James Johnson’s reply are already posted on www.haywoodtp.net , under the
title: Abuse of Power.
I appreciate your allowing time for me to express my concerns.
Thank you.
Monroe Miller
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