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(2) Firearm. - A handgun, shotgun, or rifle which expels a projectile by action of 
an explosion. 

(3) Handgun. - A pistol, revolver, or other gun that has a short stock and is 
designed to be held and fired by the use of a single hand. (1995 (Reg. Sess., 
1996), c. 727, s. 1.) 

 
§ 14-409.40.  Statewide uniformity of local regulation. 

(a) It is declared by the General Assembly that the regulation of firearms is properly an 
issue of general, statewide concern, and that the entire field of regulation of firearms is 
preempted from regulation by local governments except as provided by this section. 

(a1) The General Assembly further declares that the lawful design, marketing, 
manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public is not an 
unreasonably dangerous activity and does not constitute a nuisance per se and furthermore, that 
it is the unlawful use of firearms and ammunition, rather than their lawful design, marketing, 
manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer that is the proximate cause of injuries arising from 
their unlawful use. This subsection applies only to causes of action brought under subsection 
(g) of this section. 

(b) Unless otherwise permitted by statute, no county or municipality, by ordinance, 
resolution, or other enactment, shall regulate in any manner the possession, ownership, storage, 
transfer, sale, purchase, licensing, or registration of firearms, firearms ammunition, components 
of firearms, dealers in firearms, or dealers in handgun components or parts. 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, a county or municipality, by zoning 
or other ordinance, may regulate or prohibit the sale of firearms at a location only if there is a 
lawful, general, similar regulation or prohibition of commercial activities at that location. 
Nothing in this subsection shall restrict the right of a county or municipality to adopt a general 
zoning plan that prohibits any commercial activity within a fixed distance of a school or other 
educational institution except with a special use permit issued for a commercial activity found 
not to pose a danger to the health, safety, or general welfare of persons attending the school or 
educational institution within the fixed distance. 

(d) No county or municipality, by zoning or other ordinance, shall regulate in any 
manner firearms shows with regulations more stringent than those applying to shows of other 
types of items. 

(e) A county or municipality may regulate the transport, carrying, or possession of 
firearms by employees of the local unit of government in the course of their employment with 
that local unit of government. 

(f) Nothing contained in this section prohibits municipalities or counties from 
application of their authority under G.S. 153A-129, 160A-189, 14-269, 14-269.2, 14-269.3, 14-
269.4, 14-277.2, 14-415.11, 14-415.23, including prohibiting the possession of firearms in 
public-owned buildings, on the grounds or parking areas of those buildings, or in public parks 
or recreation areas, except nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a person from storing a 
firearm within a motor vehicle while the vehicle is on these grounds or areas. Nothing 
contained in this section prohibits municipalities or counties from exercising powers provided 
by law in states of emergency declared under Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the General 
Statutes. 

(g) The authority to bring suit and the right to recover against any firearms or 
ammunition marketer, manufacturer, distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association by or on 
behalf of any governmental unit, created by or pursuant to an act of the General Assembly or 
the Constitution, or any department, agency, or authority thereof, for damages, abatement, 
injunctive relief, or any other remedy resulting from or relating to the lawful design, marketing, 
manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public is reserved 
exclusively to the State. Any action brought by the State pursuant to this section shall be 
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brought by the Attorney General on behalf of the State. This section shall not prohibit a 
political subdivision or local governmental unit from bringing an action against a firearms or 
ammunition marketer, manufacturer, distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association for breach 
of contract or warranty for defect of materials or workmanship as to firearms or ammunition 
purchased by the political subdivision or local governmental unit.  (1995 (Reg. Sess., 1996), c. 
727, s. 1; 2002-77, s. 1; 2012-12, s. 2(z).) 
 
§§ 14-409.41 through 14-409.44.  Reserved for future codification purposes. 
 
 

Article 53C. 

Sport Shooting Range Protection Act of 1997. 

§ 14-409.45.  Definitions. 
The following definitions apply in this Article: 

(1) Person. - An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, club, or 
other legal entity. 

(2) Sport shooting range or range. - An area designed and operated for the use of 
rifles, shotguns, pistols, silhouettes, skeet, trap, black powder, or any other 
similar sport shooting. 

(3) Substantial change in use. - The current primary use of the range no longer 
represents the activity previously engaged in at the range. (1997-465, s. 1.) 

 
§ 14-409.46.  Sport shooting range protection. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who owns, operates, or uses a 
sport shooting range in this State shall not be subject to civil liability or criminal prosecution in 
any matter relating to noise or noise pollution resulting from the operation or use of the range if 
the range was in existence at least three years prior to the effective date of this Article and the 
range was in compliance with any noise control laws or ordinances that applied to the range 
and its operation at the time the range began operation. 

(b) A person who owns, operates, or uses a sport shooting range is not subject to an 
action for nuisance on the basis of noise or noise pollution, and a State court shall not enjoin 
the use or operation of a range on the basis of noise or noise pollution, if the range was in 
existence at least three years prior to the effective date of this Article and the range was in 
compliance with any noise control laws or ordinances that applied to the range and its operation 
at the time the range began operation. 

(c) Rules adopted by any State department or agency for limiting levels of noise in 
terms of decibel level that may occur in the outdoor atmosphere shall not apply to a sport 
shooting range exempted from liability under this Article. 

(d) A person who acquires title to real property adversely affected by the use of 
property with a permanently located and improved sport shooting range constructed and 
initially operated prior to the time the person acquires title shall not maintain a nuisance action 
on the basis of noise or noise pollution against the person who owns the range to restrain, 
enjoin, or impede the use of the range. If there is a substantial change in use of the range after 
the person acquires title, the person may maintain a nuisance action if the action is brought 
within one year of the date of a substantial change in use. This section does not prohibit actions 
for negligence or recklessness in the operation of the range or by a person using the range. 

(e) A sport shooting range that is operated and is not in violation of existing law at the 
time of the enactment of an ordinance and was in existence at least three years prior to the 
effective date of this Article, shall be permitted to continue in operation even if the operation of 
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the sport shooting range at a later date does not conform to the new ordinance or an amendment 
to an existing ordinance, provided there has been no substantial change in use. (1997-465, s. 1.) 
 
§ 14-409.47.  Application of Article. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Article, this Article does not prohibit a local 
government from regulating the location and construction of a sport shooting range after the 
effective date of this Article. (1997-465, s. 1.) 
 

Article 54. 

Sale, etc., of Pyrotechnics. 

§ 14-410.  Manufacture, sale and use of pyrotechnics prohibited; exceptions; license 
required; sale to persons under the age of 16 prohibited. 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, it shall be unlawful for any individual, 
firm, partnership or corporation to manufacture, purchase, sell, deal in, transport, possess, 
receive, advertise, use, handle, exhibit, or discharge any pyrotechnics of any description 
whatsoever within the State of North Carolina. 

(a1) It shall be permissible for pyrotechnics to be exhibited, used, handled, 
manufactured, or discharged within the State, provided all of the following apply: 

(1) The exhibition, use, or discharge is at a concert or public exhibition. 
(2) All individuals who exhibit, use, handle, or discharge pyrotechnics in 

connection with a concert or public exhibition have completed the training 
and licensing required under Article 82A of Chapter 58 of the General 
Statutes. The display operator or proximate audience display operator, as 
required under Article 82A of Chapter 58 of the General Statutes, must be 
present at the concert or public exhibition and must personally direct all 
aspects of exhibiting, using, handling, or discharging the pyrotechnics. 
Notwithstanding this subdivision, the display operator for the University of 
North Carolina School of the Arts may appoint an on-site representative to 
supervise any performances that include a proximate audience display 
subsequent to the opening performance, provided that the representative (i) 
is a minimum of 21 years of age and (ii) is properly trained in the safe 
discharge of proximate audience displays. 

(3) The display operator has secured written authority under G.S. 14-413 from 
the board of county commissioners of the county, or the city if authorized 
under G.S. 14-413(a1), in which the pyrotechnics are to be exhibited, used or 
discharged. Written authority from the board of commissioners or city is not 
required under this subdivision for a concert or public exhibition provided 
the display operator has secured written authority from (i) The University of 
North Carolina or the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill under G.S. 
14-413, and pyrotechnics are exhibited on lands or buildings in Orange 
County owned by The University of North Carolina or the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill or (ii) the University of North Carolina School 
of the Arts and pyrotechnics are exhibited on lands or in buildings owned by 
the State and used by the University of North Carolina School of the Arts. 

(a2) Notwithstanding any provision of this section, it shall not be unlawful for a common 
carrier to receive, transport, and deliver pyrotechnics in the regular course of its business. 

(a3) The requirements of this section apply to G.S. 14-413(b) and G.S. 14-413(c). 
(a4) It shall be permissible for pyrotechnics to be exhibited, used, handled, 

manufactured, or discharged within the State as a special effect by a production company, as 
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§ 14-415.23.  Statewide uniformity. 
(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly to prescribe a uniform system for the 

regulation of legally carrying a concealed handgun. To insure uniformity, no political 
subdivisions, boards, or agencies of the State nor any county, city, municipality, municipal 
corporation, town, township, village, nor any department or agency thereof, may enact 
ordinances, rules, or regulations concerning legally carrying a concealed handgun. A unit of 
local government may adopt an ordinance to permit the posting of a prohibition against 
carrying a concealed handgun, in accordance with G.S. 14-415.11(c), on local government 
buildings and their appurtenant premises. 

(b) A unit of local government may adopt an ordinance to prohibit, by posting, the 
carrying of a concealed handgun on municipal and county recreational facilities that are 
specifically identified by the unit of local government. If a unit of local government adopts 
such an ordinance with regard to recreational facilities, then the concealed handgun permittee 
may, nevertheless, secure the handgun in a locked vehicle within the trunk, glove box, or other 
enclosed compartment or area within or on the motor vehicle. 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" includes only the 
following: 

(1) An athletic field, including any appurtenant facilities such as restrooms, 
during an organized athletic event if the field had been scheduled for use 
with the municipality or county office responsible for operation of the park 
or recreational area. 

(2) A swimming pool, including any appurtenant facilities used for dressing, 
storage of personal items, or other uses relating to the swimming pool. 

(3) A facility used for athletic events, including, but not limited to, a 
gymnasium. 

(d) For the purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" does not include 
any greenway, designated biking or walking path, an area that is customarily used as a 
walkway or bike path although not specifically designated for such use, open areas or fields 
where athletic events may occur unless the area qualifies as an "athletic field" pursuant to 
subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of this section, and any other area that is not specifically 
described in subsection (c) of this section.  (1995, c. 398, s. 1; 2011-268, s. 21(b); 2013-369, s. 
6.) 
 
§ 14-415.24.  Reciprocity; out-of-state handgun permits. 

(a) A valid concealed handgun permit or license issued by another state is valid in 
North Carolina. 

(b) Repealed by Session Laws 2011-268, s. 22(a), effective December 1, 2011. 
(c) Every 12 months after the effective date of this subsection, the Department of 

Justice shall make written inquiry of the concealed handgun permitting authorities in each other 
state as to: (i) whether a North Carolina resident may carry a concealed handgun in their state 
based upon having a valid North Carolina concealed handgun permit and (ii) whether a North 
Carolina resident may apply for a concealed handgun permit in that state based upon having a 
valid North Carolina concealed handgun permit. The Department of Justice shall attempt to 
secure from each state permission for North Carolina residents who hold a valid North Carolina 
concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun in that state, either on the basis of the 
North Carolina permit or on the basis that the North Carolina permit is sufficient to permit the 
issuance of a similar license or permit by the other state.  (2003-199, s. 1; 2011-268, s. 22(a).) 
 
§ 14-415.25.  Exemption from permit requirement. 

Law enforcement officers and qualified retired law enforcement officers authorized by 
federal law to carry a concealed handgun pursuant to section 926B or 926C of Title 18 of the 


