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What’s Happening?
The purpose of this newsletter is to inform Haywood County
Taxpayers of what transpires at the bi–monthly County
Commission Meetings.   This newsletter will be written from
the perspective of a casual observer, myself.  Any opinions
expressed will be mine.

Who is Avcon?
What started out innocuously by David Francis to grab
some dirt that had to be removed from the new Publix site
and move it over to the James Weaver “Kirk” Kirkpatrick
III Super Duper Sports Complex, has turned out to be a
Quarter of a Million Dollar Project (and could easily
escalate to Half a Million Dollar Project), and all this was
done in the dark of night with the contract awarded to a
company called Avcon USA, LLC.

What the [Expletive Deleted]?

Prior to the County Commissioners approving this contract
to Avcon USA, LLC, no one I know had ever heard of
Avcon.

Avcon did not show up with a simple search on the NC
Secretary of State website, but did pop up when the SOSID
number was used.  SOSID: 1155004.

[Editors Note: Some of the documents relating to Avcon are
located on pages following the end of this Toeprints.]

From the Articles of Organization, we find that Avcon USA,
LLC was formed by LegalZoom, Inc., over on 7083
Hollywood Blvd., Suite 180, Los Angeles, CA  90028.

The registered office is located at 133 Montana Stone Trail
in Waynesville, NC  28785.

The registered agent is Sara Stalnaker McCoy.

Attached is the Haywood County Maps On Line information
relating to 133 Montana Stone Trail.  It is a Half Million
Dollar residence owned by David and Nancy Mullen.

A quick on-line search reveals that David Mullen is a lawyer
in Indiana, see attached.

Also attached from the SOS site is the most recent Annual
Report, listing the Principle Office Address at: 120 Miller
Street.

Attached is a photo of the Avcon USA, LLC Store Front on
Miller Street.

I guess that pretty well establishes who Avcon USA, LLC is.

Bidding Irregularities?
As far as I can determine, there were only two (2) people
ramming this project down the throats of Haywood County
Taxpayers:

• David Francis, Administrative Program Evaluator,
• Scott Burwell, Project Manager, McGill Associates.

At the first inkling of this fiasco, during the November 20th

County Commission meeting, David Francis, whose title on
the agenda was listed as Program Administrator, provided an
attachment (ATTACHMENT 12) -

http://haywoodnc.net/downloads/commissioners/agmin201
7/1120/a12%201120.pdf 

which included a letter from Scott Burwell thanking David
Francis for “ ... requesting McGill Associates to provide this
proposal to assist Haywood County with survey, civil
engineering design, etc., etc., etc.”.

There is no evidence that David Francis ever bid this
project to anyone else, other than McGill Associates.

I have a current Request for Public Information requesting
the following:

http://haywoodtp.net/pubII/180113DialogAvconBiddingIrr
egularities.pdf 

“Attachment 12 from the 11/20/2017 county commission
meeting shows a letter from Scott Burwell of McGill
Associates, thanking David Francis, County Administrator,
for requesting McGill to provide this proposal.  Please
provide all e-mail or any other correspondence between
David Francis and McGill, and all other people that were
invited to provide a proposal to David Francis prior to the
11/20/2017 county commission meeting.”
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Let me know if there is anyone in Haywood County that
believes I am going to get a response to this Request for
Public Information.

The whole bidding process, instead of being run by the
Haywood County Purchasing Department, was administered
exclusively by Scott Burwell, Project Manager, McGill
Associates.  All bidding documents are on McGill
Associates letterhead.

There were two bids.  See:

http://haywoodtp.net/pubII/180111-1700158CertBidTab-J-
Crl-Soil-Prj.pdf , and attached.

Custom Paving bid $499,996.00
Avcon USA, LLC bid $263,982.75

Whoa? !!!

There is a Quarter of a Million Dollars difference between
these two bidders!!!

Does this raise a Red Flag with anyone else in Haywood
County besides me?

It is interesting to note that as described in the Haywood
County Procurement Process Overview -

http://www.haywoodnc.net/downloads/finance/docs20131
4/procurement_oview0114.pdf 

that there are two types of bids.

• Formal Bidding Process (over $500K)
• Informal Bidding Process ($30K to $500K)

It is hysterical that Custom Paving’s bid was $4.00 below the
Formal Bidding Process level.  I think someone worked
really hard on the numbers to get it below $500K.  

Since Custom Paving has established a good reputation in
Haywood County, I am more likely to believe Custom
Pavings bid to be a more accurate representation of how
much it will take to complete this job, based on the McGill
Specifications.

As far as I can determine, there is no track record for
anything with Avcon USA, LLC in Haywood County to
compare against.

Let me tell you what I think is going to happen.  This project
will begin, and all of a sudden, some unexpected condition
is going to arise, and David Francis will come crawling
back to commissioners and ask for more money for Avcon. 
After all, the county is now pregnant with Avcon, and we
can’t stop now.  It is a technique David Francis is familiar
with and is an expert.

Please review www.haywoodtp.com Interesting Stuff -

http://haywoodtp.net/pubII/180113DialogAvconBiddingIrr
egularities.pdf 

 

Legend: If any name is in bold, it can’t be a good thing.

Monroe A. Miller Jr., 
Haywood County Taxpayer
2200 Camp Branch Road
Waynesville, NC  28786
www.haywoodtp.net 
Si vis pacem, para bellum
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Registered Office for Avcon USA, LLC.
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Avcon USA, LLC, 120 Miller Street, Waynesville, NC  28786
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Bid Tabulation, on McGill letterhead.

-8-


